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North Augusta Elementary School 
400 E. Spring Grove Avenue 

North Augusta, SC  29841 

Telephone 442-6280 

Fax 442-6282 

 

Office Hours 

7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

School Hours 

7:30 a.m. -2:30 p.m. 

Doors open at 7:00 a.m. 
 

North Augusta Elementary is a Title I school which is proud to serve a diverse population. 

 

 

 

 

North Augusta Elementary Mission 

At North Augusta Elementary School, we are developing students who dream big, 

reach high and are ready to change the future by 

 Laying a strong academic foundation with consistent expectations across all 

grade levels 

 Providing opportunities for leadership and the development of character in 

all students 

 Nurturing and growing partnerships with parents and the community 
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Attendance 
School Hours 

First Bell 7:30 

Tardy if not in class at 7:30 

Dismissal 2:30 

 
Attendance Policy 

      State law requires all children between the ages of five and 17 attend a public or private 

school or kindergarten.  A parent whose child or ward is not six years old on or before 

September 1st of the school year may waive kindergarten attendance for his/her child. 

Excellent attendance each day, all day, is necessary for progress in school. Something important 

is missed whenever a child is absent. A parent written note or medical documentation must be 

received within 5 days of the student’s return from the absence and contain the following: 

 Student's name 

 Teacher's name 

 Date of the absence 

 Brief reason for the absence 

 Signature of the parent or guardian 

     If the excuse is not received within five days, the student will automatically receive an 

unexcused absence.  If a parent is not sure that their child turned in the excuse, it is their 

responsibility to contact the attendance clerk to confirm that it was received. 

Chronic or extended illness requires a certification of the illness from the physician or other 

health care provider. Such statement will become a part of the student’s health file and will be 

placed in the permanent record.  A statement from a physician or other health care provider may 

be required for the temporary illness of the student or for a death or serious illness in the 

student’s immediate family.   

  Please note that attendance is a requirement for promotion. Students missing more than 10 

days can be legally retained in the same grade. Parents/guardians will be required to provide a 

doctor's excuse for excessive absences and tardies. Student excuses are considered to be a part of 

student records, and such excuses will be processed by those school-based employees designated 

to administer attendance regulations and will be provided to other staff who have a need to 

know.   

  Parents should not take their children out of school before the regular dismissal time, except 

in cases of extreme importance. If a student is dismissed early for a doctor or dentist 

appointment, the student must bring a doctor’s excuse upon returning the following day.  

Students must attend at least half the school day to be counted present.  Students leaving before 

11:00 will be counted as absent for the day.  Students should not be signed out after 2:10. 

 Please try to plan vacations during off school times since missing a week can be detrimental 

to many students. Absences related to trips will not be excused. 

 

Attendance Interventions    

     After three consecutive unlawful absences or a total of five unlawful absences occur, school 

officials will do the following: 

 Notify the parent of the absences using the appropriate form. If the principal or designee is 

unable to establish contact with the parent for the purpose of developing an intervention plan, 
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the student will be referred in writing to the attendance supervisor who will make every 

effort to arrange a conference with the parent.  

 Hold a conference with the parent at which time they will identify the reasons for the 

absences and develop a plan to improve future attendance. The parent will sign this plan.  

 A copy of this plan will be given to the parent. 

 After the plan is in operation, if the student is unlawfully absent again, he/she will be 

immediately referred to the district attendance department and/or family court. 

 

 After 10 unlawful absences, school officials will notify the parent of the absences. School 

officials will review the plan for improving attendance with the parent and student and re-clarify 

the consequences of continued absences. The district will refer students who continue to be 

absent from school unlawfully to the family court.  In addition, the principal or designee will be 

responsible for implementing and expediting the homebound program for students experiencing 

a prolonged illness or injury requiring them to be absent from school. 

 

Make-up Work 

 Teachers will permit students to make-up work missed during an absence as long as the 

student makes appropriate arrangements with the teacher no later than the student's fifth day back 

at school.   Homework assignments must be requested by 10:30 a.m. to allow sufficient time to 

have the assignment to the office by 3:00 p.m.  Assignments may be picked up from the office 

between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

 

Tardies and Leaving Early 

 Excessive tardiness is considered an act of truancy and will be dealt with as such.  Students 

must attend at least half the day to be counted present for the day.  Students arriving after or 

leaving before 11:00 AM will be counted absent for the day. 

 

Homebound Instruction  

 Parents who anticipate a student’s absence of more than 10 consecutive days due to an 

extended health problem should apply immediately for homebound instruction by calling the 

school attendance office. A student on homebound instruction is not counted absent.   

 

 

Child’s Personal Property 
 Please put your child’s name on all caps, lunch boxes, book bags, gloves, jackets, coats, etc.  

This identification will help us return lost belongings to the owner.  The school cannot be held 

responsible for lost or stolen personal property. 

 

 

Dress Code 
 Students are expected to be clean, neat, and dressed appropriately at all times. Leggings are 

considered hosiery and cannot be worn in place of pants. No short shorts/skirts (when hands are 

down by their sides shorts must be as long as fingertips), short shirts (shirts must cover to the 

waist on both boys and girls and pants/skirts must be worn on the waist). At no time is a child’s 

underwear to be in view. No strapless shirts, tank tops, spaghetti straps, mesh tank tops, flip 

flop/thong type shoes, shoes with retractable wheels. Clothing items that contain offensive or 
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inappropriate pictures, messages or slogans may not be worn as well as headwear, (hats, do-rags, 

scarves etc.) may not be worn at any time in the building. Parents will be called to pick up 

students or bring a change of clothing for those who are not appropriately dressed. Students who 

are inappropriately dressed will not be allowed to remain in the classroom. 

 

 

Educational Records   
Confidentiality 

 Under federal law parents and students have a right to expect the confidentiality of student 

records. Educational agencies may act to declare certain aspects of a student’s educational 

records to be “directory information,” meaning information contained in such records which is 

not considered to be generally harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed.  The Aiken County 

Board of Education has previously determined that “directory information” could be released to 

third parties upon request, at the discretion of the school principal.  Federal law and regulatory 

authority allows the release of such information without prior consent subject to certain 

conditions of pre-disclosure to parents or students.  The purpose of this notice is to meet such 

pre-disclosure requirements. 

 Under District policy the following information is considered to be releasable: the student’s 

name, address, telephone number, date and place of birth, subjects of study, participation in 

officially recognized activities and sports, date of attendance (on both an annual and daily basis), 

diplomas and awards received, photographs, and the most recent previous educational agency or 

institution attended by the student. A parent or guardian of a student attending Aiken County 

Public Schools who would prefer that any or all of the information designated above not be 

released without the parent’s or guardian’s prior consent should so notify the office of the Chief 

Officer of Administration in writing (1000 Brookhaven Drive, Aiken, SC  29803) no later than 

August 31, 2017.  If there are any questions, please contact the Chief Officer of Administration 

at (803) 641-2428. 

 

Immunizations 

 Students in all grades are required by law to have an official up-to-date South Carolina 

Certificate of Immunization on file in the school office.  Failure to comply can result in an out-

of-school suspension. 

 

Student Registration 

 Registration information must be filled out correctly and completely by the student’s parent 

or legal guardian. The school MUST have the phone number of the parent or guardian and 

two (2) alternate persons to contact.  In the event your number changes after you have 

completed the registration card, please send the new number in writing (with an authorized 

signature) to your child’s teacher or come by the office and update the card.  Every available 

resource will be used when it becomes necessary to contact parents of students.  A student will 

not be able to register without formally withdrawing from his/her previous school and must have 

a transfer from the school in which he is withdrawing.  Only those persons whose name appears 

on the student’s registration card will be allowed to sign the child out of school.  For your child’s 

protection, we reserve the right to ask for I.D. from anyone requesting to check a child out of 

school.  No alternatives will be accepted over the phone.  ONLY THOSE PERSONS WHOSE 
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NAMES YOU HAVE PLACED ON THE REGISTRATION CARD WILL BE ALLOWED 

TO CHECK YOUR CHILD OUT FROM SCHOOL.  

 

 

Emergency School Closing 
 When weather or other conditions mean schools may not open or may be closed in the 

middle of the day, please tune in to local radio or television stations. 

In case of inclement weather, a decision to close schools for that day will be made by 6:30 am. 

The stations will be notified immediately.  Parents will receive notification by telephone contact 

from the district calling alert system.  

 If school is closed midday, students who ride the bus will be delivered home. If roads are 

impassable, these students will be returned to their schools. Students who do not ride the bus will 

remain at school. Please have a plan in place for your student since it is impossible for large 

numbers of students to have phone access.

 

 

Arrival and Dismissal 
Drop Off Times for Students 

 North Augusta Elementary does not open its doors until 7:00 a.m. to supervise children.  

Please do not leave your children outside the building before this time.  Although school 

personnel may arrive a few minutes before 7:00 a.m., they are not available to supervise 

children.  Therefore, we cannot accept responsibility for children left on school grounds before 

7:00 a.m.   

 

Bus Procedures 

 Students will exit school buses and enter the school through the cafeteria.  Bus students not 

eating breakfast should report directly to their respective pods. 

 All bus changes must be approved by the transportation supervisor at 442-6106.  Permanent 

changes (for the remainder of the year) must also be approved by the supervisor.  All requests for 

changes must be made in writing with the following information given:  (1) the child’s name and 

homeroom, (2) how the child was previously transported, and (3) the new bus number, the name 

and address of the person to whom the child will be going.  Under no circumstances will a 

student be allowed to change buses without written notification from their parent or 

guardian and approval from the transportation office. 

 

Car Riders 

 Car riders should not be dropped off at either entrance to the building prior to 7:00 A.M. 

 It is imperative that the drivers of the cars follow the one-way traffic pattern.  Please do not 

park your car in an unauthorized zone.  Should you need to come into the building before school 

or after school while other parents are loading or unloading children, please be considerate and 

do not block the line of traffic.  Please park in the parking lot and cross the street at the 

designated crosswalk.  State law requires all visitors to report to the office upon entering the 

school building.  Therefore, no parent/guardian/visitor will be allowed to enter through the back 

P.E. entrance doors at any time.   

 Parents of car riders are encouraged to leave home early allowing ample time for their child 

to get to the classroom before the tardy bell rings. 
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 All car riders, walkers, and bicycle riders should enter either through the double doors that 

enter the commons area next to the kindergarten pod or through the P.E. room. 

 Upon entering the building, students should report immediately to their respective pods 

with the assistance of the safety patrol or to the cafeteria if they are eating breakfast. 

 

Dismissal-Car Line 

 Second, third, fourth and fifth grade car riders should exit the building through the P.E. 

room each afternoon.  Cars should have a YELLOW card displayed in the window with the 

names of the student(s) written on the front of it in order to pick up the children in the back car 

line.    Kindergarten and first graders will be dismissed at the front of the building. Cars should 

have a BLUE card displayed in the window with the names of the student(s) written on the front 

of it in order to pick up the children in front car line.  Second, third, fourth, and fifth graders who 

ride with someone picking up a kindergartner or first grader will be allowed to exit at the front of 

the building.  You MUST have your blue or yellow card displayed in your car window in order 

to pick up your child in either car line.  If you need additional cards for babysitters, grandparents, 

please pick them up in the office. 

 

Traffic Procedures 

     The faculty and staff of North Augusta Elementary are constantly striving to improve our 

traffic situation at arrival and dismissal times.  By adhering to the following procedures we hope 

to make the parents better informed and thus able to maneuver in and out of traffic in a safer and 

more expedient manner. Although your child may ride a bus, please review these procedures so 

that you will be better informed. 

 

1. Parents should not smoke cigarettes or talk on their cell phone when in the car line. 

2. Please use PATIENCE.   Please keep in mind that over 700 students are entering and exiting 

our building each day.  Some wait time is inevitable. 

3. Students must remain on the sidewalk. 

4. Individuals must cross at the designated crosswalk.  Adults must accompany students when 

crossing the crosswalk. 

5. Parents must not drop off student in the parking lot.  Students must be dropped off in the car 

line. 

6. Parents should drive as close as possible to the curb when dropping off or picking up 

students.  (If parents drive close to the curb, then our safety patrols will not have to step into 

the road.)   Students are asked to walk behind the patrols, staying away from the curb.  

7. Educate your child.  Talk to him/her about the importance of traffic safety. 

8. Pay attention to safety signs. 

9. Students should be ready to get out of their car upon arrival at school.  (Bookbags, 

lunchboxes, etc., should be gathered up before you reach the safety patrol.) 

10. Help your child learn how to put on and take off their own safety belt so you will not hold up 

traffic doing it for them. 

11. Cars should never be left unattended along the yellow marked curbs.  If it is necessary for 

you to get out of your car, please park in the parking lot.   

12. Students must be present in their classroom at the time of the tardy bell, not in transit. 

13. Only one lane of traffic is allowed during the morning, two lanes of traffic operate in the 

afternoon. 
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14. Please place your child’s name and grade level (in large dark letters) on your front driver’s 

side window for afternoon pickup. Car line cards to place on your dashboard are available in 

the front office. 

15. Each pole is numbered in our traffic circle.  Please drive to the number that is called out in 

the afternoon.  Please remind your child to be on the lookout for their car.  

16. Parents are not permitted to walk up to the waiting students in the carline and collect them 

from the holding area.  All parents must remain in their vehicle in the car line to collect their 

children.  This is for the safety and security of our students. 

17. Students must be picked up in car line  by 2:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Money 
 All money sent to school should be placed in a sealed envelope and the following 

information should be written on the outside: 

 Student’s Name & Homeroom 

 Amount enclosed 

 Purpose of the money 

 

 Immediately upon arrival to school, students should give the money to their teacher. All 

money should be the exact amount. Lunch money should be given immediately to the cafeteria 

personnel.  Please do not allow your child to bring extra money to school.  Money cannot be 

accepted after 10:00AM.  All fees can be paid online through the school’s website. 

  

Returned Checks 

 We no longer handle returned checks through our schools. Unfortunately the increase of 

returned checks has become too substantial for us to maintain that we have acquired an outside 

service to assist in this matter.  Therefore in the future, any returned checks will be handled 

through our new service, Envision Payment Solutions.  

 

Student Sales 

 Students will not be permitted to sell items at school. Door-to-door fund raising by students 

in activities sponsored by the school, or by a school-related organization in which students would 

be selling items or soliciting contributions, pledges, or orders is prohibited. 

 

 

School Food Services 
Breakfast 

 North Augusta Elementary offers breakfast each morning to our students.  Students wishing 

to eat breakfast must report to the cafeteria before going to their classroom.  Students must 

arrive before 7:20 a.m. if they plan to eat breakfast.  No credit is available for breakfast.  

Students qualifying for free or reduced lunch will also qualify for free or reduced breakfast. 

 

Lunch Program 
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 All student lunch monies should be brought to school on the first day of the school week.  

Students must take their lunch money to the lunchroom manager or designee as soon as they 

arrive at school.  Lunch money should be brought in a sealed envelope with the student’s name, 

homeroom, and amount written on the outside of the envelope.  All lunch monies are handled by 

the lunchroom manager (or designee) who will make decisions regarding credit and free or 

reduced lunch.  Free lunch applications are available in the office throughout the year and they 

can be completed on www.lunchapplication.com.  

 

Lunchboxes, Etc. 

 If a child leaves their lunchbox at home, parents should bring it to the office.  Students will 

be allowed to check in the office on their way to the cafeteria for their lunchbox.    However, it is 

the child’s responsibility to stop by the office to check.  Classroom interruptions interfere with 

the learning process of your child and their fellow classmates.  If a child forgets to bring his 

lunch, he will be allowed to purchase a tray lunch in the cafeteria that day.  Lunch payments will 

be expected the next day. 

 

Parties 

 Elementary schools are allowed to have class parties each year.  The dates and times of these 

parties will be announced in the school newsletter. 

 Birthday parties are prohibited at school.  Invitations are not to be given out at school unless 

all children in the class are invited.  Students may not receive bouquets (flowers or balloons) 

at school.   

 

Class Treats and Snacks 

 We are not allowed to give homemade treats to students at NAE. DHEC requires that all 

snacks and sweets that are sent to school to be given to the class as a whole for parties must be 

store bought items that are made in DHEC approved kitchens.  All items must be brought to 

school in the original sealed package.  If homemade items are brought to school for class 

parties they will have to be returned home with the student. 

 

 

Office Protocols 
Use of Telephones 

 Telephones are maintained at the school for the prime purpose of conducting school business.  

Only messages of an emergency nature will be delivered to students during class time.  Other 

important messages will be delivered at the end of the school day.  Teachers cannot be called to 

the telephone for conferences during class time. 

 Please make all arrangements for after school activities and how the student is to be 

transported home before the student arrives at school.  We appreciate your cooperation in this 

matter.  If there is a change in normal transportation procedure, the parent must send a 

note to the school.  Due to the activity level in the school office and to assure your child’s 

safety, we cannot accept transportation changes over the phone.   We must receive a written 

note with an authorized signature.  In an emergency you may fax the note to us.  If the note is 

faxed to us you should call to make sure it was received. 

 

 

http://www.lunchapplication.com/
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Visitors 

 We welcome all parents and members of the community to visit the school.  However, for 

security reasons all visitors must be logged into the HALLPASS system before going to any 

other part of the building or school grounds and identification may be requested for verification.  

This is for the protection of all children.  Also, classes observe a 90 minute uninterrupted literacy 

block and classroom visits are not permitted at that time.  If you should need to make a special 

request in regard to visiting the school, please feel free to contact the principal, Patricia Wilson.  

She will make appropriate arrangements for the visit.  Special visitation days will be announced 

throughout the year. 

 

Volunteers 

  Each year many parent and community residents assist in the instructional and operational 

programs not only by volunteering their time to work in the school, but also by sharing their 

special areas of expertise in the classroom.  Please contact the school if you are interested in 

serving as a volunteer either regularly or on special occasions.   All volunteers and field trip 

chaperones must attend a volunteer training annually.  This training is offered monthly by our 

school guidance counselor.  For security reasons all volunteers must stop by the office and obtain 

a visitor’s badge before reporting to the workstation, additionally some volunteers will be 

required to undergo a background check. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screening Notification 
 This is to notify parents of the screening programs within the Aiken County Public Schools. 

The area of screening and students to be screened include:  

 Speech/Language – Students who have been referred to the Speech Therapist by parent, 

teacher, or administrator, and all students who are new to our district will be screened 

upon parental permission.  The areas of screening will focus on one or more of the 

following: Oral Motor Examination, Voice, Fluency, Articulation and Receptive, 

Expressive and/or Pragmatic Language Skills.  Referrals may be submitted to the Speech 

Therapist at any time during the school year. 

 Hearing – All kindergarten, first, second, third grade students, new students, referrals, 

and high risk students who have medical problems associated with hearing impairment or 

who failed the re-screening the previous year.  

 Vision – All kindergarten, first, second, third, and fifth grade students.  

 The goal is to identify those students in the above areas so that immediate 

action/intervention is implemented. Parents will be notified if a student is recommended 

for further evaluation in speech/language. If a student fails the hearing or vision re-

screening, parents will receive a letter.  
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Instructional Protocols 
Field Trips  
     Field trips are planned as an extension of the instructional program at North Augusta 

Elementary. Only chaperones that are approved by the teachers are allowed to participate in the 

field trip and chaperone students. Students or children other than these for which the field trip 

has been approved may not attend or accompany the group as a part of this extended classroom 

activity. The cost of the majority of the field trips will be charged to the parent.  Refunds will be 

granted only in very unusual circumstances and only by the principal.  Under no circumstances 

will encumbered field trip money be refunded. 

 

 

Gifted And Talented Program For Aiken County Public Schools 
The Aiken County Public School District serves state-identified gifted and talented 

students according to State Regulation R-43-220 and the policies of the local School Board. Gifted 

and Talented students are those identified in grades 3 – 12 as demonstrating high performance 

ability or potential in academic or artistic areas. The Gifted and Talented Educational Program 

(GT) serves academically gifted students in grades 3 – 12 throughout the school year. The district’s 

Gateway program serves artistically gifted students in grades 3 – 12 in a summer program.  

 

Academically gifted students qualify for the Gifted and Talented Education Program if 

they meet the criteria set forth in the state regulations. Identification may be appealed to the District 

Evaluation / Placement Team. Private testing may be used only for referral purposes according to 

state regulations, but not for identification. Parents, teachers, and students may make student 

referrals to the program through the school’s GT teachers or the school’s guidance counselor at 

any time during the school year.  

 

To be identified, students must meet two of the following dimensions:   

 Dimension A: Reasoning Abilities – Students must demonstrate high aptitude (93rd national age 

percentile or above) in one or more of these areas: verbal/linguistic, quantitative/mathematical, 

non-verbal, and/or composite of the three. All students are tested during the fall of grade 2 using 

the CogAT test to measure aptitude. Students at or above the 96th national age percentile on the 

composite score receive automatic GT placement.  

 

Dimension B: High Achievement in Reading and/or Mathematical Areas – Students must 

demonstrate high achievement (94th national percentile and above) in reading and/or math as 

measured by a nationally-normed test or the South Carolina statewide assessment instrument 

(SCReady qualifying scores are determined each year by the state). All second grade students are 

tested during the fall using the Iowa Test of Basic Skills. Students in grades 3 – 8 are SCReady 

tested in the spring.  

 

Dimension C: Intellectual/Academic Performance – Students must demonstrate a high degree of 

interest in and commitment to academic and/or intellectual pursuits. Students entering grades 6 – 

12 meet this dimension if they demonstrate a 3.75 grade point average on a 4.0 scale in language 

arts, math, science, social studies, and foreign language. Students entering grades 3 – 6 

demonstrate this dimension through a performance task assessment administered to students 

meeting one of the two dimensions detailed above.  
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Instruction in Gifted and Talented Educational Program classes exceeds the state standards 

for each grade level through a special class designated model in grades 3 – 12. Students in grades 

3-5 are served through the special class model. Math coursework is accelerated in grades four and 

five. Advanced and Honors courses are available for GT students in the middle schools, and 

Honors, Dual Enrollment, and Advanced Placement courses are used to serve GT students in the 

high schools. Artistically gifted students must apply for the Gateway program during the school 

year and complete the interview and audition process in the spring. This summer program serves 

newly qualified and previously qualified students.  

 

The Aiken County Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of ethnic or 

racial background, religious beliefs, sex, disability, economic or social conditions, alienage, 

national origin, immigrant status (except as limited or restricted by certain visa qualifications set 

forth in federal law) or by English-speaking status in, or employment in, its programs and 

activities. Inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies should be made to the Chief Officer 

of Administration (641-2420). For more information on the Gifted and Talented Educational 

Program, contact your school principal or the Office of Federal Programs (641-2403).

 

Grading System 
 Student performance should be evaluated based on state grade-level standards, IEP’s, 

textbook and teacher-made tests, and other available methods.  Student conduct shall be 

excluded from consideration in determining a student’s grade. 

 

Grading Scales 
Kindergarten 

     In kindergarten, a checklist reflecting academic achievement standards shall be used each 

nine weeks. 

Grades 1 - 5  

     In grades one through five, numerical grades as specified shall be used to report student 

progress for each reporting period.  Report cards shall reflect the academic achievement 

standards.   

     Numerical grades shall be used on report cards, transcripts, and permanent records in reading 

and mathematics for grades one and two.  Numerical grades shall be used in all subject areas for 

grades three through five except as noted in the following paragraph.   

 

Letter Grade          
MS – Meets Standards   

MPS – Making Progress towards Standards  

NMP – Not Making Progress towards Standards  

 

      MS, MPS, NMP shall be used in art, physical education, music, and handwriting in grades 

three, four, and five.  In grades one and two MS, MPS, and NMP shall be used in science, health, 

social studies, handwriting, and spelling.   

 

Letter Grade         Numerical Grade 
A   90 – 100 
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B   80 - 89 

C   70 - 79 

D   60 - 69 

F   Below 60 

 

Honor Roll 

An honor roll list will be prepared at the end of each nine weeks.  To qualify for the honor roll a 

student must have: 

 

“A” Honor Roll - A grade of 90 or above or a “MS” in each subject 

“A-B” Honor Roll - A grade of 80 or above or a “MS” in each subject 

 

 

Homework 
     A certain amount of homework is necessary.  Please provide your child with a time and place 

conducive to study.  During the first week of school your child’s teacher will provide you with 

the homework policy for his/her class.  Good study habits should be started early.  

 

Media Center Book Clubs 
100 Book Club 

This program was designed specifically to encourage our students in grades kindergarten through 

second to read.  Students who read 100 books will receive incentives based upon availability.   

Requirements:   

1. Read 100 books (may use the same books for Book It). 

2. After each book is complete, list the title of the book on the Hundred Book Club sheet, 

(please number books), date it, have parents initial. 

3. Teachers will establish through the Book-It program the guidelines for what must be 

read.  (This is based on the student’s age and capabilities). 

4. After Hundred Book Club sheets are completed, they should be given to the Media 

Specialist. The Media Specialist will give each new member an incentive.

Dolphin Readers Respond Book Club 

     The Dolphin Readers Respond (DRR) Book Club promotes reading and writing through 

student written response at all levels. Students are encouraged to participate by completing 

Dolphin Readers Respond Forms for their grade level on books they have read during the school 

year. 

 

Pagemaster 

This program is specifically designed for our students in grades three through five as a means of 

encouraging good reading habits.  Each grade level sets the criteria for becoming members of 

this club.  Members receive a certificate and other incentives based upon availability. 
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Promotion and Retention of Students (Policy IKE) 
 To be promoted, a student must satisfactorily complete the minimum criteria established by 

the State Board of Education as mandated by the Accountability Act of 1998.  Promotion to the 

next level of work or retention in the same grade or subject level shall be the cooperative 

recommendation of the teacher and principal. 

 

Reading and math proficiency will be determined by state assessments, mastery tests, teacher-

made tests, and samples of assigned work. In addition, other objective measures may be utilized. 
 

 

 
 

  Promotion criteria  
 

 

 

  The following criteria will apply for promotion considerations for all students in grades one 

through eight. 
 

 

 

 

  •   Grade One - Successful completion of grade one reading and math skills and significant 

improvement in reading and math based on objective measures. 
 

 

 

 

  

•   Grades Two - A yearly passing average in reading and math or significant improvement 

through eight in reading and math of at least one grade level based on objective measures 

(based on successful completion of the academic plan or summer school, if required or 

recommended). 

 

 

 

  

      In addition to meeting the mastery criteria for reading and mathematics in grades three through eight, 

a student must pass at least two of the three academic courses (language arts, science and social studies). 
  

  

 

 

  
     The promotion or retention of a student should be determined on a case-by-case basis with 

input from teachers, parents, principal and appropriate school personnel in accordance with the 

local accountability plan.  

 

    
 

Textbooks 
 Textbooks are owned by the state and are issued free of charge to all students.  Each student 

is responsible for textbooks issued to him/her.  If lost he/she will have to pay for the books.  All 

textbooks are to be covered with paper or cloth book covers to protect the cover and binding.  No 

sticky or contact covers may be used.  All textbooks are bar-coded.  If your child removes the 

bar-code label from the back cover of the book, your child will have to pay a $5.00 textbook 

damage fee. 

 

 

Wednesday Newsletter & Signed Papers 
 The school’s weekly newsletter is sent home on Wednesdays.  This weekly newsletter 

contains information about special upcoming events in our school and pertinent information 

about changes in school procedures.  Also, we acknowledge our students, faculty, and staff for 

their specific honors and achievements in the newsletter.  We ask that you take the time to read 

this publication weekly. 

 Students’ work that needs to be reviewed and signed by the parent is also sent home each 

Wednesday.  This work is sent home in an envelope and should be returned in this envelope the 

following school day. 
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Student Behavior and Discipline 
 

Discipline Procedures 

Conduct Codes  

 School District of Aiken County has issued a Student Code of Conduct for grades K-5.  The 

homeroom teacher will provide each student with a copy and obtain the signed “Parent and 

Student Acknowledgement” sheet. 

 

Corporal Punishment 

 No corporal punishment will be administered at North Augusta Elementary School. 

 

School/Classroom Rules 

 Self-discipline and intrinsic motivation for our students are our primary goals.  Guidance and 

other disciplinary measures will be used while achieving these goals. 

The discipline policies of the School District of Aiken County will be the governing guidelines at 

North Augusta Elementary.   

 

Schoolwide Rules 

1. No one is to enter a classroom before school, during recess, during lunch periods, or after 

school unless a staff member has given he or she permission to enter. 

2. Chewing gum is not allowed at school. 

3. Notes should not be passed from student to student in classrooms.  

4. Party invitations may be given out at school provided every child in the class is invited.   

5. Students may not receive balloons, balloon bouquets, candy bouquets, or flowers at 

school.  (Area florists have been notified of this policy.) 

6. Excessive, disruptive or disturbing noise will not be tolerated. 

7. Students are to be orderly and quiet at all times in the hallways, restrooms, cafeteria and 

library. 

8. Exact compliance is necessary in all emergency situations. 

9. Only those objects that are designed to be thrown may be thrown on school property. 

10. Students are expected to be courteous and respectful to each other and to all adults. 

11. We have a no fighting policy.  Fighting or being involved in a fight could result in 

suspension.    

 

Classroom Rules 
 To establish the proper classroom atmosphere, students will be expected to conduct 

themselves in an orderly manner.  Improper conduct may include but will not necessarily be 

limited to the following: 

1. Excessive talking 

2. Out of seat without permission 

3. Disturbing other students or teachers 

4. Misuse or abuse of school property 

5. Disturbing or taking another student’s property  

6. Inattention 
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7. Bringing unnecessary items, balls, games, toys, etc., to school, unless the student has 

received written permission from the teacher. 

8. Failure to bring proper materials to class (paper, pencils, etc.) 

9. Unnecessary and undesirable physical contact between students 

10. Leaving classroom/desk untidy 

11. Failure to return signed reports and papers promptly 

12. Failure to respond promptly and properly to signal ending a period of activity 

 

Consequences 

1. Positive methods of correction will be used whenever possible. 

2. Parents will be informed of problems in order that school and home may work together. 

3. Consequences, when necessary, will be in strict compliance of established county, area, 

and school policies. 

4. Consequences must be suitable to the offense.  

 

Sexual Harassment 
 According to the district’s Student Code of Conduct, engaging in sexual harassment of any 

student, staff member, or visitor, either male or female, on school property or while under the 

jurisdiction of the school, is considered a violation that is disorderly, disruptive, and/or criminal 

in nature and may result in disciplinary action, including suspension and/or expulsion in certain 

instances when it occurs while the student is on school property and/or under the jurisdiction of 

the school, including while riding a school bus.  Sexual harassment may be generally defined as 

unwelcome sexual advances, request for sexual favors, and written, spoken or physical conduct 

of a sexual nature.  Students who feel they may have been subjected to sexual harassment are 

encouraged to report the matter to a parent and to a teacher, guidance counselor, principal, or any 

other school official with whom the student feels comfortable. 

 

Bus Protocols and Discipline 
Rules for Bus Riders 

 Certain laws and regulations govern the operation of school buses.  Transportation by school 

buses will be provided for those students living one and one-half miles or more from the school 

according to S.C. Department of Education guidelines.  Buses stop every two-tenths of a mile 

when necessary. 

 The Area II Transportation Supervisor is in charge of the bus routes, drivers, and regulations.  

If you have any questions, please call 442-6106.   

 

Bus Safety 

 Safety on the buses is the prime consideration.  Order on the buses is a major safety factor.  

Therefore, all children are expected to follow the directions of the bus drivers without hesitation.  

Some buses have security cameras.  Your child is subject to being recorded while riding the bus. 

 

Bus Rules  

1. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself. 

2. Sit in your assigned seat and remain seated.  All students will be assigned a seat.  

Students must sit in their respective assigned seats on morning and afternoon routes. 

3. Do not use profane or obscene language, gestures or make loud and distracting noises. 
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4. Avoid damage to seats, windows, or bus equipment. 

5. Follow the bus driver’s directions. 

 

Bus Consequences 

1st Offense – This is to serve as a warning that your child’s behavior needs to be 

corrected if he/she is to remain a bus rider. 

2nd Offense – Student is placed off of the bus for one day.  

3rd Offense – Student is placed off the bus for three days.  

4th Offense – Student is placed off the bus for five days.  

5th Offense – Student is placed off the bus for ten days.   

 A copy of the write up and dates the student is off the bus will be given to your child to take 

home.  The student will not be allowed to return to riding the bus after the ten day bus 

suspension until a conference is held.  The parent is responsible for contacting the assistant 

principal to schedule the conference.  She will make arrangements for the bus driver and bus 

supervisor to attend the meeting. 

6th Offense – Student is placed off the bus for the remainder of the school year. A copy of the 

write up will be given to your child to take home. 

 Parents will be contacted by an administrator or other school personnel if a bus suspension is 

given to a student. The discipline form will be given to the student. It will be the responsibility of 

the student to deliver the discipline form.  The parents should sign it and return it to the school. 

 Consequences will be followed unless the offense is of a nature that, in the judgment of the 

school official(s) warrants suspension or expulsion from riding the school bus. 

 If the misconduct is of such nature that the driver cannot finish the trip, he/she may return to 

school so that immediate contact may be made with the student’s parents or he/she may stop to 

telephone the principal or the bus supervisor.   

 

 Riding the bus is a privilege not a right. When a student is suspended from riding the bus, 

it is the sole responsibility of the parent to transport the student to and from school.  The parent 

must comply with regular school hours.  If the student is repeatedly tardy or not picked up on 

time, the bus suspension may result in an out of school suspension. 

 

 

Habit Hero   
A student will be chosen by each homeroom class, who represents the habit of the month. 

These students will be recognized in the newsletter, on the front hall bulletin board, and during 

the habit hero breakfast.  

 

Positive Office Referral 
     Each week each teacher may refer one student to the principals for academic, behavioral, or 

citizenship actions. Parents of students that receive this honor will have a post card mailed to 

their home. 
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Board Policies and Notices 
Internet Acceptable Use Policy 

(Internet and Other Electronic Media and On-Line Connections) 

 

AR IJNDB-R Use of Technology Resources  
 

 
 

  Issued 5/12  
 
 
 

  Purpose and scope  
 

 

 

  

This administrative rule is adopted to implement the district's Internet acceptable use policy. 

While the rule primarily addresses utilization of the Internet and other electronic online 

connection services, it also applies, where appropriate, to the general use of district-owned 

computer hardware and software. 

 

 
 
 

  Terms and conditions of use  
 
 
 

  Acceptable use  
 

 

 

  

The purpose of the district's decision to provide Internet access is to allow an expanded 

opportunity for education, research and professional development by providing access to unique 

resources and the opportunity for collaborative work. All use of the Internet must be in support 

of education and research and consistent with the educational and staff development objectives 

of the district. Use of any organizations’ network or computing resources must comply with the 

rules appropriate for that network. Transmission of any material in violation of any federal or 

state laws or regulations is prohibited. This includes, but is not limited to, copyrighted material, 

threatening or obscene material, or material protected by trade secret. Violations will result in 

appropriate disciplinary action against the staff member or student involved. 

 

 
 
 

  Accessing inappropriate sites  
 

 

 

  

Student Internet activities will be monitored by the district to ensure students are not accessing 

inappropriate sites that have visual depictions that include obscenity, child pornography or are 

harmful to minors. The school district uses CIPA approved technology protection measures to 

protect students from inappropriate access in addition to monitoring. 

 

 

 

 

  The district will provide reasonable notice of and at least one public hearing or meeting to 

address and communicate its Internet safety measures. 
 

 
 
 

  Reporting  
 

 

 

  
District and school computer technicians who are working with a computer and come across 

sexually explicit images of children must report this to local law enforcement. The report must 

include the name and address of the owner or person in possession of the computer. 

 

 
 
 

  Online behavior  
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The district will educate minors about appropriate, safe and secure online behavior, including 

interacting with other individuals on social networking websites and in chat rooms and 

cyberbullying awareness and response. The superintendent or his/her designee will develop a 

program to educate students on these issues in accordance with Internet safety standards and 

grade bands published on the state department of education website. 

 

 
 
 

  Off-campus conduct  
 

 

 

  

Students, parents/legal guardians, teachers and staff members should be aware that the district 

may take disciplinary actions for conduct initiated and/or created off-campus involving the 

inappropriate use of the Internet or web-based resources if such conduct poses a threat or 

substantially interferes with or disrupts the work and discipline of the schools, including 

discipline for student harassment and bullying. 

 

 
 
 

  Procedures for use  
 

 

 

  
Employees may access the Internet for educational or work-related purposes at any time that is 

not disruptive and does not interfere with the performance of other responsibilities by the 

employee or other staff members. 

 

 

 

 

  Students will be allowed to access the Internet only under the supervision of designated staff. No 

students may access the Internet without permission. 
 

 
 
 

  Rules governing use  
 
 
 

  The following guidelines for acceptable use will be applicable.  
 

 

 

  
•   Users are expected to employ appropriate net etiquette; profanity, vulgarity or abusive, 

inappropriate language is prohibited. Illegal activities are forbidden, including unauthorized 

access or “hacking” by any users. 

 

 

 

 

  •   Users are not to reveal their personal address or phone number or that of other individuals, 

students or colleagues. 
 

 

 

 

  •   Users are not to use another school's or individual's account without written permission 

from that school or individual. 
 

 

 

 

  
•   Vandalism will not be tolerated. Vandalism includes, but is not limited to, malicious 

damage to hardware; harm or destruction of software or the data of another user; and creating, 

uploading or downloading computer viruses. 

 

 

 

 

  •   Users should consider all communications and information accessible via the network to be 

private property. All quotes, references and sources should be cited. 
 

 

 

 

  

•   Users are not to access inappropriate or restricted information or other information not 

directly related to the educational or staff use purposes for which access is being provided. 

Restricted information includes obscene, libelous, indecent, vulgar, profane or lewd materials; 

advertisements for products or services not permitted to minors by law; insulting, fighting and 

harassing words; and other materials which may cause a substantial disruption of the academic 

environment. 

 

 

 

 

  
•   Users should remain on the system only as long as necessary to complete their work so that 

other individuals will have equal opportunities to access the Internet. Users are not to disrupt, 

harass or annoy other users. 

 

 

 

 

  •   The system is not to be utilized for financial or commercial gain or for personal use other 

than professional activities. 
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Penalties for improper use 
 

 

 

 

  

An employee who violates the terms of this administrative rule will be subject to disciplinary 

action consistent with the nature of the offense, including cancellation of Internet privileges, 

suspension or termination if circumstances so warrant. Students who violate the terms of this 

administrative rule or who otherwise misuse their access to the Internet also will be subject to 

disciplinary action in accordance with the district's code of student conduct to include 

suspension or expulsion if circumstances so warrant. Violations of the laws of the United States 

or the State of South Carolina also may subject the user to criminal prosecution. If a user incurs 

unauthorized costs, the user, as well as the user's parents/legal guardians (if the user is a student) 

will be responsible for all such costs. 

 

 
 
 

  Issued 11/12/96; Revised 5/26/98, 1/8/02, 5/22/12  
 

 

 

Statement of Nondiscrimination-Equal Opportunity 

The School District is committed to equal opportunity for all of its students, staff and patrons. 

District programs and activities shall be free from discrimination based upon race, religious 

creed, color, national origin, ancestry, disability, marital status, sex, age, or any other unlawful 

consideration, Persons who believe they have been discriminated against should contact the 

principal of this school, the Area Office, or the School District’s Coordinator for Section 504 

concerns, Title IX concerns, and other Civil Rights matters (at{803} 641-2428). Copies of 

applicable polices are available upon request. (See Policy JI and Administrative Rule JI-R and 

Policies AC, GA, GBA, GBAA, and Administrative Rules GBAA-R and GBK-R) 

 

Educationally related presentations (speeches) by a sitting President of the United States or 

Governor of South Carolina   

A respect for high elected office, regardless of party affiliation or political viewpoint, is an 

important aspect of an informed citizenry’s participation in public life as described in the 

rationale set forth elsewhere in this policy.  Accordingly, should a sitting President of the United 

States or Governor of the state of South Carolina  visit a school or schools within the district, or 

should a speech related to education, generally, during school hours and offered for the 

encouragement of public school age children either statewide or nationwide be scheduled by the 

holder of either office, the schools within this district are allowed to facilitate such presentations 

by providing spaces for members of the student body to witness such personal presentations or to 

provide electronic media by which students may hear or watch broadcast communications of 

such speeches or presentations, subject to the following conditions.   

  

 •    That this policy is intended to encourage the facilitation of such opportunities but is not a 

mandate that students witness, hear or watch a personal visit or broadcast presentation.   
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 •    That the scheduling of such presentation does not interfere with previously scheduled, 

district wide testing and, if so, a copy of the presentation may be made by the distance 

educational learning center and may be thereafter offered at a time to be set after such testing is 

completed.   

  

 •    That should a teacher choose to use the speech as a part of his/her intended instructional 

plan, upon parental objection the teacher will provide an alternative assignment.   

  

 •    That parents/legal guardians may request in writing that their children be excused from 

participation in such activities and supervision for alternative, appropriate activities will be made 

available.   

  

Students opting out of the President’s speech will be provided a meaningful alternative activity.  

A single written request by a parent is required for this choice.           

 

Asbestos Management   

 This is to formally notify all parents and employees that the Aiken County Public School 

District is in compliance with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) U.S. 

EPA Asbestos Containing Building Materials (ACBM) in schools, 30 CFR Part 763, October 30, 

1987. A Management Plan, which identifies and assesses the asbestos found in our facilities, has 

been prepared for each building.  

A copy of the Management Plan has been approved by the State Department of Health 

and Environmental Control and distributed to each school or administrative office. The public 

may view the Management Plan for each facility during normal operating hours by contacting 

the school office or administrative office. The Management Plan lists the planned response 

actions for the ACBM, which are currently in progress.  

 The entire school system was inspected for ACBM condition in October 1998, and found to 

be in compliance with AHERA regulations.  

 Any questions pertaining to the Management Plan may be directed to the Contract/ Property/ 

Environmental Specialist at (803) 641-2475.  

 

 


